
The	Second	Account:	Adam’s	Line	(5:1–6:8)	
This	second	of	Moses’	ten	minihistories,	the	account	of	Adam’s	line,	

provides	a	list	of	the	Savior’s	ancestors	from	Adam	to	Noah.	These	are	the	
Sethites,	whose	loyalty	to	Jehovah	was	documented	in	the	closing	verses	of	
the	previous	chapter.	This	account	of	the	Sethite	line,	however,	ends	on	a	
tragic	note.	Moses	informs	us	that	even	the	descendants	of	Seth,	through	
whom	God	established	the	public	preaching	of	his	name,	gradually	came	to	
despise	their	heritage	and	joined	the	Cainites	in	their	ungodliness.	

Genesis	5:1–2	

5	This	is	the	written	account	of	Adam’s	line.	
	

When	God	created	man,	he	made	him	in	the	likeness	of	God.	2He	
created	them	male	and	female	and	blessed	them.	And	when	they	were	
created,	he	called	them	“man.”	

Moses	speaks	of	a	document,	a	“written	account”	that	had	come	down	
to	him,	containing	information	about	ten	patriarchs	from	the	time	of	
creation	to	the	time	of	the	flood.	Under	the	guidance	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	
under	the	umbrella	of	divine	inspiration,	Moses	incorporates	this	document	
into	the	book	of	Genesis	as	the	second	of	his	ten	accounts.	

	
Moses	reaffirms	that	when	Adam	and	Eve	were	created,	they	bore	the	

image	of	their	Creator.	Their	intellect,	emotions,	and	will	were	in	perfect	
harmony	with	God’s,	and	they	enjoyed	perfect	fellowship	with	him.	Three	
times	Moses	refers	to	conditions	as	they	were	at	the	time	of	creation.	The	
reason	for	this	will	become	clear	as	Moses	now	contrasts	man’s	original	
perfect	condition	with	his	sad	situation	after	he	lost	the	divine	image.	

Genesis	5:3–5	
3When	Adam	had	lived	130	years,	he	had	a	son	in	his	own	likeness,	in	

his	own	image;	and	he	named	him	Seth.	4After	Seth	was	born,	Adam	lived	
800	years	and	had	other	sons	and	daughters.	5Altogether,	Adam	lived	930	
years,	and	then	he	died.	



In	sharp	contrast	with	the	preceding,	we’re	told	here	that	when	Adam	
fathered	children,	they	bore	their	father’s	sinful	image.	Adam	had	begun	
his	life	in	a	state	of	perfection.	Every	one	of	his	descendants,	with	only	one	
exception,	began	his	or	her	life	in	a	state	of	imperfection.	

	
In	these	verses	we	can	observe	the	three-step	pattern	Moses	followed	

in	describing	the	ten	patriarchs	from	Adam	to	Noah.	He	did	so	by	supplying	
chronological	data	about	the	life	spans	of	these	ten	important	people.	

	
Moses	first	tells	us	how	old	the	patriarch	was	when	he	fathered	the	

next-named	link	in	the	messianic	genealogy.	He	then	tells	us	how	long	the	
rest	of	the	patriarch’s	life	lasted	and,	finally,	what	the	man’s	total	life	span	
was.	This	three-step	pattern	is	followed	throughout	the	chapter	with	only	
two	exceptions,	which	will	be	noted.	

	
Chapter	5	does	not	make	for	exciting	reading.	Genealogies	are	not	the	

sort	of	thing	you	pick	up	for	the	sheer	joy	of	reading.	But	there	are	jewels	
for	the	taking	in	this	chapter.	The	alert	reader	will	note,	for	example,	that	
with	a	single	exception,	each	segment	of	the	genealogy	ends	on	this	same	
note:	“and	then	he	died.”	Here	is	the	ultimate	proof	that	humans	have	
fallen	from	the	high	dignity	that	was	theirs	while	they	still	possessed	the	
image	of	God.	In	generation	after	generation,	God’s	warning	in	Eden	
(“When	you	eat	of	it,	you	will	surely	die”)	proved	to	be	true.	Like	the	tolling	
of	a	bell	at	a	funeral,	the	recurring	phrase	“and	he	died”	is	a	forceful	
reminder	of	how	true	this	statement	is:	Down	through	the	years	the	death	
rate	has	remained	the	same:	one	per	person.	

Genesis	5:6–27	
6When	Seth	had	lived	105	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Enosh.	7And	

after	he	became	the	father	of	Enosh,	Seth	lived	807	years	and	had	other	
sons	and	daughters.	8Altogether,	Seth	lived	912	years,	and	then	he	died.	

	
9When	Enosh	had	lived	90	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Kenan.	10And	

after	he	became	the	father	of	Kenan,	Enosh	lived	815	years	and	had	other	
sons	and	daughters.	11Altogether,	Enosh	lived	905	years,	and	then	he	
died.	

	



12When	Kenan	had	lived	70	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Mahalalel.	
13And	after	he	became	the	father	of	Mahalalel,	Kenan	lived	840	years	and	
had	other	sons	and	daughters.	14Altogether,	Kenan	lived	910	years,	and	
then	he	died.	

	
15When	Mahalalel	had	lived	65	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Jared.	

16And	after	he	became	the	father	of	Jared,	Mahalalel	lived	830	years	and	
had	other	sons	and	daughters.	17Altogether,	Mahalalel	lived	895	years,	
and	then	he	died.	

	
18When	Jared	had	lived	162	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Enoch.	

19And	after	he	became	the	father	of	Enoch,	Jared	lived	800	years	and	had	
other	sons	and	daughters.	20Altogether,	Jared	lived	962	years,	and	then	he	
died.	

	
21When	Enoch	had	lived	65	years,	he	became	the	father	of	Methuselah.	

22And	after	he	became	the	father	of	Methuselah,	Enoch	walked	with	God	
300	years	and	had	other	sons	and	daughters.	23Altogether,	Enoch	lived	
365	years.	24Enoch	walked	with	God;	then	he	was	no	more,	because	God	
took	him	away.	

	
25When	Methuselah	had	lived	187	years,	he	became	the	father	of	

Lamech.	26And	after	he	became	the	father	of	Lamech,	Methuselah	lived	
782	years	and	had	other	sons	and	daughters.	27Altogether,	Methuselah	
lived	969	years,	and	then	he	died.	

Recurring	death	is	not	the	only	notable	factor	in	the	account	of	Adam’s	
line.	The	reader	will	note	the	uncommonly	long	life	spans	of	these	preflood	
patriarchs.	Of	the	ten,	seven	lived	more	than	nine	hundred	years	(and	an	
eighth	missed	that	age	by	only	five	years).	In	generation	after	generation,	
the	icy	hand	of	death	touched	Adam’s	descendants,	but	not	until	they	had	
passed	on	the	gift	of	life	to	their	children.	The	long	life	spans	attest	to	the	
vigor	of	the	human	race	in	those	days	of	the	world’s	prime.	

	
These	preflood	patriarchs	passed	on	life	of	another	kind	to	their	

descendants.	In	each	generation	God	raised	up	people	who	passed	on	his	
gracious	promise	of	a	Savior.	Faithful	fathers	and	mothers	made	sure	that	
their	children	heard	of	the	promise	of	the	woman’s	seed	who	would	crush	



Satan’s	power	and	free	his	slaves.	
	
What	are	we	to	say	about	the	tremendously	long	life	spans	enumerated	

in	this	chapter?	The	fact	that	the	average	life	span	dropped	sharply	
immediately	after	the	flood	has	led	many	to	wonder	if	perhaps	climatic	
conditions	on	earth	were	more	hospitable	in	the	days	before	the	flood,	
more	conducive	to	long	life.	Did	people	live	longer	then	because	the	cancer	
of	sin	hadn’t	had	as	much	time	to	do	its	dirty	work?	We	can	ask	the	
questions,	but	we	lack	the	solid	information	to	answer	them	positively.	We	
can	be	sure	that	God	used	these	faithful	and	long-lived	descendants	of	Seth	
to	stem	the	tide	of	evil	threatening	to	engulf	the	world	and	to	preserve	and	
transmit	his	Word	down	to	our	day.	

	
One	of	two	significant	variations	from	the	set	pattern	of	this	genealogy	

occurs	in	verses	21	to	24,	in	the	case	of	the	patriarch	Enoch.	His	brief	
biography	twice	mentions	that	“Enoch	walked	with	God.”	In	a	world	that	
was	becoming	progressively	more	wicked,	Enoch	not	only	believed	God’s	
promise	of	a	Savior	but	put	his	faith	to	work	in	his	life.	The	apostle	Jude	
tells	us	Enoch	warned	the	people	of	his	day	about	God’s	judgment	on	
unbelievers	(verses	14,	15).	The	descendants	of	Adam	named	in	this	
chapter	did	what	they	could	to	hold	back	the	tide	of	evil.	

	
God	rewarded	the	faith	of	this	pious	man	in	a	striking	way:	“Enoch	…	

was	no	more,	because	God	took	him	away.”	Enoch	is	listed	among	the	
heroes	of	faith	named	in	the	epistle	to	the	Hebrews:	“By	faith	Enoch	was	
taken	from	this	life,	so	that	he	did	not	experience	death;	he	could	not	be	
found,	because	God	had	taken	him	away.	For	before	he	was	taken,	he	was	
commended	as	one	who	pleased	God”	(11:5,	6).	

	
Here	is	significant	evidence	that	already	at	the	time	of	the	Old	

Testament,	God’s	people	were	aware	of	the	fact	that	there	is	another	life	
beyond	the	grave.	God	taking	Enoch,	as	he	did	his	faithful	prophet	Elijah	
centuries	later,	must	surely	have	strengthened	the	faith	of	those	Old	
Testament	saints	in	the	resurrection	of	the	body	and	the	life	everlasting.	

	

	



Genesis	5:28–32	
28When	Lamech	had	lived	182	years,	he	had	a	son.	29He	named	him	

Noah	and	said,	“He	will	comfort	us	in	the	labor	and	painful	toil	of	our	
hands	caused	by	the	ground	the	LORD	has	cursed.”	30After	Noah	was	born,	
Lamech	lived	595	years	and	had	other	sons	and	daughters.	31Altogether,	
Lamech	lived	777	years,	and	then	he	died.	

	
32After	Noah	was	500	years	old,	he	became	the	father	of	Shem,	Ham	

and	Japheth.	

The	second	significant	variation	from	the	three-step	pattern	Moses	
followed	in	presenting	the	patriarchal	genealogies	occurs	in	the	case	of	
Lamech,	father	of	Noah.	As	he	held	his	infant	son,	this	godly	man	explained	
the	name	he	had	chosen	for	him.	

	
Noah	sounds	like	the	Hebrew	word	for	comfort.	Speaking	under	the	

guidance	of	the	Holy	Spirit,	Lamech	prophesied	about	his	son,	“He	will	
comfort	us	in	the	labor	and	painful	toil	of	our	hands	caused	by	the	ground	
the	LORD	has	cursed.”	Although	we	don’t	know	how	much	of	what	Lamech	
had	said	he	understood,	he	sensed	that	in	an	unusual	way	God	would	use	
this	son	to	bless	the	human	race.	Did	he	think	Noah	was	the	promised	
Messiah?	Luther	thought	so.	Or	was	Lamech	prophesying	that	through	
Noah,	God	would	preserve	a	godly	remnant	from	the	curse	of	the	flood?	

	
Noah	stood	in	the	messianic	line.	From	that	lineage	would	come	the	One	

who	would	bring	final	deliverance	from	the	curse	of	sin.	Regardless	of	how	
much	of	what	he	was	saying	Lamech	understood,	his	prophecy	is	
nonetheless	valid.	

	
Moses	begins	the	next	link	in	his	genealogy	with	a	reference	to	Noah	

and	his	three	sons.	At	this	point	he	interrupts	the	genealogy.	Mention	of	
Noah,	Shem,	Ham,	and	Japheth	calls	for	a	more	detailed	description	of	the	
catastrophe	that	during	their	lifetimes	God	sent	as	a	judgment	upon	earth.	
Moses	will	resume	the	genealogy	in	Genesis	9:28.	

	



Conditions	that	Called	for	the	Judgment	of	the	Flood	

Genesis	6:1–8	

6	When	men	began	to	increase	in	number	on	the	earth	and	daughters	
were	born	to	them,	2the	sons	of	God	saw	that	the	daughters	of	men	were	
beautiful,	and	they	married	any	of	them	they	chose.	3Then	the	LORD	said,	
“My	Spirit	will	not	contend	with	man	forever,	for	he	is	mortal;	his	days	
will	be	a	hundred	and	twenty	years.”	
	

4The	Nephilim	were	on	the	earth	in	those	days—and	also	afterward—
when	the	sons	of	God	went	to	the	daughters	of	men	and	had	children	by	
them.	They	were	the	heroes	of	old,	men	of	renown.	

	
5The	LORD	saw	how	great	man’s	wickedness	on	the	earth	had	become,	

and	that	every	inclination	of	the	thoughts	of	his	heart	was	only	evil	all	the	
time.	6The	LORD	was	grieved	that	he	had	made	man	on	the	earth,	and	his	
heart	was	filled	with	pain.	7So	the	LORD	said,	“I	will	wipe	mankind,	whom	I	
have	created,	from	the	face	of	the	earth—men	and	animals,	and	creatures	
that	move	along	the	ground,	and	birds	of	the	air—for	I	am	grieved	that	I	
have	made	them.”	8But	Noah	found	favor	in	the	eyes	of	the	LORD.	

Moses	interrupts	his	genealogy	of	Adam’s	descendants	in	order	to	
describe	the	awesome	catastrophe	God	sent	on	earth’s	inhabitants	during	
the	life	of	Noah.	Here	he	traces	the	developments	that	led	to	God’s	
decision	to	send	the	flood.	

	
This	closing	episode	in	Moses’	account	of	Adam’s	line	is	not	a	happy	

one.	The	Sethites,	the	people	of	God	who	had	until	now	remained	separate	
from	the	unbelieving	Cainites,	began	to	drift	from	their	loyalty	to	the	true	
God	and	draw	closer	to	their	heathen	neighbors.	The	“sons	of	God,”	God’s	
believing	children,	saw	that	the	“daughters	of	men	were	beautiful,	and	they	
married	any	of	them	they	chose.”	If	the	“sons	of	God”	were	Sethite	men,	
then	by	contrast	the	“daughters	of	men”	were	unbelieving	women.	When	
contemplating	marriage,	the	most	important	of	human	relationships,	the	
Sethites	pushed	their	faith	and	their	godly	heritage	into	the	background.	
When	looking	for	a	prospective	wife,	they	didn’t	ask	this	question:	Will	this	
woman	help	to	make	my	home	a	place	of	godly	instruction?	They	asked	
only	the	question	that	to	them	was	the	most	important:	Is	she	good-



looking?	
	
These	mixed	marriages	led	to	still	further	degeneration	of	the	Sethites,	

until	it	was	no	longer	possible	to	distinguish	them	from	the	Cainites.	God	
warned,	“My	Spirit	will	not	contend	with	man	forever.”	The	Spirit	of	God	
had	been	active	then,	as	now,	through	the	Word	of	God	that	was	still	being	
preached—for	example,	by	Noah	(2	Peter	2:5).	But	the	Spirit	cannot	
continue	to	rebuke	and	correct	people	if	they	reject	his	gracious	work.	As	
God	saw	it,	his	human	creatures	were	nothing	but	sinful	flesh,	totally	under	
the	control	of	sin.	In	an	amazing	display	of	his	patient	love,	the	LORD,	the	
Savior-God,	granted	the	human	race	another	120	years.	For	more	than	
another	century,	he	would	continue	to	speak	through	his	spokesmen,	
seeking	to	reverse	the	deadly	drift	toward	evil,	seeking	to	stop	people	from	
plunging	headlong	into	judgment.	

	
One	of	the	characteristics	of	life	on	earth	that	was	displeasing	to	God	

was	violence.	When	love	for	God	is	absent	from	the	life	of	a	person	or	a	
nation,	love	for	people	will	also	be	absent.	Prodigal	sons	don’t	make	very	
good	brothers.	There	were	violent	men	on	earth	in	those	days	before	the	
flood;	Moses	calls	them	Nephilim,	a	word	that	seems	to	come	from	a	
Hebrew	word	meaning	“to	fall	upon,	to	attack.”	Even	before	Sethite-Cainite	
intermarriages	became	common,	there	were	violent	men	who	trampled	on	
the	rights	of	others;	mixed	marriages	spawned	even	more	of	them.	And	the	
ultimate	irony	is	that	in	such	a	topsy-turvy	world,	a	self-centered,	strong-
armed	individual	was	looked	up	to	as	a	role	model,	a	type	of	person	to	be	
admired.	

	
It	was	then	that	God	announced	a	change	of	course	in	his	world	

government.	But	his	purpose	remained	constant.	(Thank	God,	that	cannot	
change!)	He	wanted—and	still	wants—all	people	to	be	saved,	but	he	
realized	that	unless	he	intervened,	even	his	own	believing	children	might	
be	swept	away	by	the	rampant	evil	everywhere	on	earth.	The	God	who	had	
once	looked	at	his	highest	creatures	and	said,	“Very	good!”	now	looked	at	
them	and	said	with	dismay	and	disgust:	“That	isn’t	the	human	race	I	
created!	Why,	their	hearts	are	only	evil	all	the	time.	I	must	destroy	them	
and	start	over!”	Even	God’s	nonhuman	creation	had	been	contaminated	
and	desecrated	and	fell	under	God’s	decree	of	judgment.	



	
It	is	significant	to	note	that	the	one	who	announced	the	destruction	of	

the	world	is	the	LORD	(verse	7),	the	God	of	loyal	love.	His	action	has	been	
seen	by	some	as	heartless	and	vindictive;	actually,	it’s	the	very	opposite.	He	
took	this	drastic	action	because	he	didn’t	want	his	plan	for	gathering	his	
family	of	believers	to	be	frustrated.	

	
The	account	of	Adam’s	line,	which	began	at	5:1,	closes	with	this	

significant	statement:	“But	Noah	found	favor	in	the	eyes	of	the	LORD.”	God’s	
favor	is	his	grace,	his	unmerited	love,	which	is	accepted	by	faith.	This	grace	
not	only	gave	Noah	something	he	did	not	deserve	but	actually	gave	him	the	
very	opposite	of	what	he	deserved.	God	not	only	delivered	Noah	and	his	
family	from	the	waters	of	the	flood,	but	he	actually	used	them	to	continue	
the	line	of	Adam	and	Seth.	It	was	from	that	slender	thread	that	God’s	
promise	of	the	woman’s	offspring	hung.	It	was	through	Noah’s	descendants	
that	the	merciful	God	kept	that	important	promise.	

	
It	is	important	to	note	that	the	condition	described	in	verse	5	is	still	the	

condition	of	every	person	from	birth.	The	Bible	teaches	the	total	depravity	
of	the	human	race.	The	only	remedy	today	is	the	same	one	Noah	found	at	
the	time	of	the	flood:	the	grace	of	God,	that	amazing	love	which	reaches	
out	to	rescue	sinners	who	deserve	to	be	rejected	by	God.	

The	Third	Account:	Noah	(6:9–9:29)	
Genesis	chapters	6–8	tell	the	story	of	the	great	flood.	It’s	interesting	to	

note	the	name	Moses	gives	to	this	section	of	his	book.	He	doesn’t	call	it	
“the	disaster	of	the	flood”	but	“the	account	of	Noah.”	Moses’	emphasis	is	
not	on	the	nightmare	of	judgment,	the	global	catastrophe	that	destroyed	a	
world	population	estimated	at	three	billion	people	and	permanently	
altered	the	face	of	the	earth.	Instead	Moses	emphasizes	the	deliverance	
God	accomplished	through	Noah,	the	man	who	found	favor	in	the	eyes	of	
the	Lord.	As	Moses	describes	it,	this	is	not	the	story	of	the	flood.	This	is	
Noah’s	story—including	his	faith,	his	obedience,	his	deliverance,	his	sin,	and	
the	solemn	covenant	God	made	with	him.	



Genesis	6:9–16	
9This	is	the	account	of	Noah.	
	
Noah	was	a	righteous	man,	blameless	among	the	people	of	his	time,	

and	he	walked	with	God.	10Noah	had	three	sons:	Shem,	Ham	and	Japheth.	
	
11Now	the	earth	was	corrupt	in	God’s	sight	and	was	full	of	violence.	

12God	saw	how	corrupt	the	earth	had	become,	for	all	the	people	on	earth	
had	corrupted	their	ways.	13So	God	said	to	Noah,	“I	am	going	to	put	an	
end	to	all	people,	for	the	earth	is	filled	with	violence	because	of	them.	I	
am	surely	going	to	destroy	both	them	and	the	earth.	14So	make	yourself	
an	ark	of	cypress	wood;	make	rooms	in	it	and	coat	it	with	pitch	inside	and	
out.	15This	is	how	you	are	to	build	it:	The	ark	is	to	be	450	feet	long,	75	feet	
wide	and	45	feet	high.	16Make	a	roof	for	it	and	finish	the	ark	to	within	18	
inches	of	the	top.	Put	a	door	in	the	side	of	the	ark	and	make	lower,	
middle	and	upper	decks.	

The	account	begins	with	a	capsule	description	of	Noah.	He	was	
righteous.	In	the	Bible	this	is	a	courtroom	term.	Noah,	a	sinner,	had	been	
pronounced	innocent	by	God.	God	wanted	Noah,	as	he	wants	us,	to	believe	
him,	to	trust	his	promise	of	help	and	forgiveness	through	the	promised	
Savior.	“By	faith	Noah	…	became	heir	of	the	righteousness	that	comes	by	
faith”	(Hebrews	11:7).	

	
Noah	is	further	described	as	“blameless”	(KJV:	“perfect”).	Both	of	those	

translations	are	unsatisfactory.	Noah	was	a	sinner,	neither	blameless	nor	
perfect.	The	adjective	Moses	uses	to	describe	Noah	comes	from	a	verb	
meaning	“to	be	complete.”	Noah	was	“righteous-complete.”	Noah	was	a	
devout	man.	His	saving	faith	in	the	promised	Messiah	was	not	confined	to	
his	heart	but	showed	itself	in	every	phase	of	his	life.	This	devout	child	of	
God	also	practiced	his	faith	by	fathering	and	rearing	three	sons.	

	
God-fearing	parents	have	always	had	a	tough	job	training	children	in	the	

fear	of	the	Lord	in	an	ungodly	world.	Noah’s	job	of	parenting,	however,	was	
infinitely	tougher	than	any	other	parent	has	ever	faced	because	he	and	his	
wife	stood	absolutely	alone	in	a	world	that	had	turned	against	God.	Noah’s	
contemporaries	showed	contempt	for	God	and	selfishness,	even	violence,	



toward	one	another.	God	saw	that	the	ailment	afflicting	Noah’s	world	was	
not	a	light	case	of	the	spiritual	measles	but	terminal	cancer.	

	
It	was	then	that	God	spoke	to	Noah.	He	took	Noah	into	his	confidence	

and	informed	him	of	the	judgment	that	lay	just	ahead.	He	took	this	action	
as	the	Creator	whose	creatures	had	forfeited	their	right	to	live	by	refusing	
to	acknowledge	their	Creator	and	Master.	But	God	also	assured	Noah	that	
the	well-deserved	judgment	he	was	about	to	bring	on	the	world	would	
serve	his	great,	good	plan	to	deliver	his	people,	to	keep	them	from	being	
swept	along	in	the	rampant	unbelief	and	godlessness	of	the	time.	

	
God	did	not	immediately	reveal	to	Noah	exactly	how	he	was	going	to	

destroy	the	world;	those	details	would	come	later.	From	the	building	
project	God	outlined	for	him,	however,	Noah	could	draw	his	own	
conclusions.	He	was	to	build	a	large	seagoing		
barge—450-feet	long	(as	long	as	a	football	field	and	a	half),	75-feet	wide,	
and	as	tall	as	a	four-story	building.	The	storage	capacity	of	this	vessel	would	
be	a	million	and	a	half	cubic	feet—approximately	the	equivalent	of	a	
14,000–ton	vessel.	This	was	not	a	ship,	whose	purpose	would	be	to	sail	
from	point	A	to	point	B;	this	was	a	barge,	a	huge	box,	the	only	purpose	of	
which	was	to	float,	thereby	preserving	the	lives	of	its	precious	cargo.	
	

To	accommodate	a	vast	variety	of	passengers,	the	ark	was	to	have	three	
decks.	To	allow	for	light	and	exchange	of	air,	there	was	to	be	an	18-inch	
opening	all	around	the	ark	immediately	below	the	overhang	of	the	roof.	

Genesis	6:17–22	
17I	am	going	to	bring	floodwaters	on	the	earth	to	destroy	all	life	under	the	
heavens,	every	creature	that	has	the	breath	of	life	in	it.	Everything	on	
earth	will	perish.	18But	I	will	establish	my	covenant	with	you,	and	you	will	
enter	the	ark—you	and	your	sons	and	your	wife	and	your	sons’	wives	with	
you.	19You	are	to	bring	into	the	ark	two	of	all	living	creatures,	male	and	
female,	to	keep	them	alive	with	you.	20Two	of	every	kind	of	bird,	of	every	
kind	of	animal	and	of	every	kind	of	creature	that	moves	along	the	ground	
will	come	to	you	to	be	kept	alive.	21You	are	to	take	every	kind	of	food	that	
is	to	be	eaten	and	store	it	away	as	food	for	you	and	for	them.”	
	



22Noah	did	everything	just	as	God	commanded	him.	

Now	God	revealed	the	specifics	of	his	awesome	plan:	he	was	going	to	
use	water	to	destroy	the	earth.	Noah’s	ears	must	have	tingled	as	God	
spelled	out	the	details:	“I	am	going	…	to	destroy	all	life	under	the	heavens.…	
But	I	will	establish	my	covenant	with	you.”	God	referred	to	his	covenant	as	
though	it	were	a	known	quantity	to	Noah.	One	gets	the	impression	that	
God	had	previously	made	a	solemn	agreement	with	Noah,	perhaps	at	the	
beginning	of	the	120-year	grace	period,	and	here	promised	to	implement	
the	provisions	of	that	covenant—to	preserve	in	the	ark	a	tiny	remnant	of	
his	creation.	

	
God	specified	who	the	occupants	of	the	ark	were	to	be.	Most	important,	

of	course,	were	the	eight	members	of	Noah’s	family.	Noah	was	also	to	take	
a	wide	variety	of	animals	and	birds	into	the	ark,	so	that	the	earth	could	
again	be	populated	with	them	after	the	flood.	Initially	God	instructed	Noah	
to	take	on	board	one	mated	pair	of	each	kind;	later	on	God	modified	these	
instructions.	

	
To	reassure	Noah	that	he	wouldn’t	have	to	conduct	extensive	trapping	

expeditions,	God	informed	him	that	the	animal	passengers	would	come	to	
him.	Noah	would	otherwise	have	been	unable	to	select	the	precise	mated	
pairs	with	the	genes	present	in	their	reproductive	cells	to	provide	for	all	the	
variations	in	size	and	color	we	see	in	their	offspring	today.	

	
God’s	final	instructions	to	Noah	concerned	the	feeding	of	the	ark’s	

occupants	during	the	months	they	would	spend	aboard	the	ark.	Noah	was	
not	to	rely	on	God	to	feed	them	miraculously	but	was	to	assemble	food	
supplies	sufficient	to	last	for	more	than	a	year.	Noah	and	his	seven	relatives	
were	going	to	have	plenty	to	do	aboard	the	ark.	They	would	have	little	time	
to	feel	sorry	for	themselves	or,	for	that	matter,	to	be	bored.	In	this	we	can	
again	see	the	wisdom	of	a	loving	Creator.	

	
The	Bible	record	does	not	tell	us	whether	God	used	any	other	means	to	

make	Noah’s	work	of	feeding	the	animals	easier.	Were	all	the	animals	
aboard	the	ark	full-grown,	or	could	there	have	been	younger	animals	with	
smaller	appetites?	It	might	seem	reasonable	that	during	their	lengthy	stay	
in	a	confined	area,	some	of	the	animals	hibernated.	



	
The	closing	verse	of	the	chapter	records	the	fact	that	Noah	responded	to	

God’s	commands	with	glad	obedience.	The	statement	reminds	us	of	God’s	
description	of	Noah	earlier	in	the	chapter:	he	was	devout.	His	life	matched	
his	faith.	Noah	can	teach	us	something	here.	If	our	goal	in	life	is	to	live	to	
the	glory	of	God,	then,	like	Noah,	we	will	seek	to	learn	what	God’s	will	is	
and	to	get	in	line	with	it.	

Genesis	7:1–5	

7	The	LORD	then	said	to	Noah,	“Go	into	the	ark,	you	and	your	whole	
family,	because	I	have	found	you	righteous	in	this	generation.	2Take	with	
you	seven	of	every	kind	of	clean	animal,	a	male	and	its	mate,	and	two	of	
every	kind	of	unclean	animal,	a	male	and	its	mate,	3and	also	seven	of	
every	kind	of	bird,	male	and	female,	to	keep	their	various	kinds	alive	
throughout	the	earth.	4Seven	days	from	now	I	will	send	rain	on	the	earth	
for	forty	days	and	forty	nights,	and	I	will	wipe	from	the	face	of	the	earth	
every	living	creature	I	have	made.”	
	

5And	Noah	did	all	that	the	LORD	commanded	him.	

The	120	years	of	grace	God	had	mercifully	granted	the	unbelieving	
world	were	over.	Only	seven	days	remained	before	the	great	flood,	and	
God	had	some	final	instructions	for	his	faithful	son	and	servant.	Some	of	
these	instructions	were	a	repetition	of	things	God	had	said	earlier,	to	
reassure	Noah	that	he	was	on	the	right	track	and	that	he	was	not	acting	on	
his	own.	God	reassured	him	also	that	through	faith	in	the	coming	Messiah,	
Noah	was	acceptable	in	his	sight.	

	
Some	of	the	things	God	told	Noah	were	modifications	of	what	he	had	

said	earlier.	A	literal	translation	of	what	God	said	is	this:	“Of	every	kind	of	
clean	animal	take	to	yourself	by	sevens,	a	male	and	his	mate.”	The	words	
cause	a	bit	of	a	problem	for	the	reader.	Does	the	expression	“by	sevens”	
modify	“every	kind	of	clean	animal”?	(Then	Noah	was	to	take	seven	of	each	
clean	animal.)	Or	does	“by	sevens”	modify	“a	male	and	his	mate”?	(In	that	
case	Noah	was	to	take	7	mated	pairs,	a	total	of	14.)	Interpreters	are	divided	
on	the	question.	The	NIV	puts	one	translation	in	the	text,	the	other	in	a	
footnote.	Unclean	animals	were	to	be	taken	“by	twos.”	

	



In	the	Law	announced	centuries	later	from	Mount	Sinai,	God	clarified	
the	distinction	between	clean	and	unclean	animals.	The	former	were	
acceptable	for	food	and	for	sacrifice:	the	latter	were	not.	Remember	that	
Moses	wrote	Genesis	for	people	who	had	been	at	Mount	Sinai.	They	knew	
the	difference	between	clean	and	unclean	animals,	and	we	assume	Noah	
did	too—at	least	after	God	led	the	proper	number	of	animals	to	him	in	the	
ark.	The	Lord	preserved	a	larger	number	of	those	land	animals	that	he	knew	
would	be	in	greater	demand	for	food	and	sacrifice	after	the	flood.	Even	
those	animals	and	birds	that	by	nature	fear	humans	and	avoid	them	were	
led	by	God	to	come	to	Noah	and	enter	the	ark	willingly.	

Genesis	7:6–16	
6Noah	was	six	hundred	years	old	when	the	floodwaters	came	on	the	

earth.	7And	Noah	and	his	sons	and	his	wife	and	his	sons’	wives	entered	
the	ark	to	escape	the	waters	of	the	flood.	8Pairs	of	clean	and	unclean	
animals,	of	birds	and	of	all	creatures	that	move	along	the	ground,	9male	
and	female,	came	to	Noah	and	entered	the	ark,	as	God	had	commanded	
Noah.	10And	after	the	seven	days	the	floodwaters	came	on	the	earth.	

	
11In	the	six	hundredth	year	of	Noah’s	life,	on	the	seventeenth	day	of	

the	second	month—on	that	day	all	the	springs	of	the	great	deep	burst	
forth,	and	the	floodgates	of	the	heavens	were	opened.	12And	rain	fell	on	
the	earth	forty	days	and	forty	nights.	

	
13On	that	very	day	Noah	and	his	sons,	Shem,	Ham	and	Japheth,	

together	with	his	wife	and	the	wives	of	his	three	sons,	entered	the	ark.	
14They	had	with	them	every	wild	animal	according	to	its	kind,	all	livestock	
according	to	their	kinds,	every	creature	that	moves	along	the	ground	
according	to	its	kind	and	every	bird	according	to	its	kind,	everything	with	
wings.	15Pairs	of	all	creatures	that	have	the	breath	of	life	in	them	came	to	
Noah	and	entered	the	ark.	16The	animals	going	in	were	male	and	female	
of	every	living	thing,	as	God	had	commanded	Noah.	Then	the	LORD	shut	
him	in.	

Many	Bible	students	today	treat	chapters	1	to	11	as	symbolic,	as	a	sort	
of	parable.	But	as	you	read	the	flood	narrative,	you	recognize	at	once	that	
this	does	not	read	like	a	parable.	The	precise	dating	of	events	by	year,	
month,	and	day	of	Noah’s	life,	for	example,	convinces	us	that	this	is	



historical	narrative.	To	call	this	a	parable	is	to	import	a	foreign	element	into	
Genesis	and	to	force	an	interpretation	on	it	that	does	not	arise	out	of	the	
sacred	text.	If	I	am	free	to	call	the	flood	narrative	a	parable,	what’s	to	stop	
me	from	calling	the	teaching	of	Christ’s	virgin	birth,	the	account	of	Christ’s	
bodily	resurrection,	or	the	prophecy	of	his	second	coming	a	parable?	And	
yet	we	must	recognize	that	all	these	things	are	being	taught	in	the	Christian	
church	today.	

	
In	the	absence	of	any	other	chronological	reference	point,	the	onset	of	

the	flood	is	dated	according	to	Noah’s	life:	the	600th	year,	the	2nd	month,	
the	17th	day.	This	precise	dating	will	help	us	later	to	determine	exactly	how	
long	the	flood	lasted.	

	
Moses	carefully	lists	the	occupants	of	the	ark.	In	the	creation	account,	

five	different	categories	of	animal	life	were	listed	(1:21–25):	sea	creatures,	
wild	animals,	domestic	animals,	those	that	creep	along	the	ground,	and	
birds.	Four	of	these	five	categories	are	mentioned	as	being	aboard	the	ark.	
The	sea	creatures,	including	amphibians,	could	have	survived	outside	of	the	
ark.	As	a	special	act	of	love	to	safeguard	his	children,	and	to	bar	entrance	to	
anyone	else,	the	LORD,	the	Savior-God,	closed	the	door	of	the	ark.	

	
At	precisely	the	time	God	had	predicted,	the	floodwaters	came	on	earth.	

Two	sources	are	listed.	“The	springs	of	the	great	deep	burst	forth,	and	the	
floodgates	of	the	heavens	were	opened.”	We	know	what	the	first	source	
was;	we’re	not	so	sure	about	the	second.	In	a	series	of	gigantic	convulsions,	
the	huge	reservoirs	of	water	beneath	the	ground	and	all	the	surface	waters	
exploded	from	behind	the	boundaries	the	Creator	had	originally	set	for	
them	and	flooded	the	earth.	This	may	very	well	have	provided	the	bulk	of	
the	floodwaters.	

	
The	second	source	of	the	floodwaters	is	more	difficult	to	define.	It	is	

possible	to	think	of	the	“floodgates	of	the	heavens”	as	the	cloud	waters,	
the	huge	mass	of	atmospheric	vapor	held	in	suspension	above	the	earth	
and	periodically	released	in	the	form	of	rain	or	snow,	only	to	evaporate	and	
start	the	process	all	over	again.	This	is	the	hydrologic	system	under	which	
we	live	today.	

	



In	our	comment	on	chapter	1,	the	possibility	was	discussed	that	the	
world	from	the	time	of	creation	to	the	time	of	the	flood	may	have	had	a	
different	hydrologic	system.	Many	Bible	students	see	evidence	in	the	Old	
and	New	Testament	that	in	the	preflood	world	there	was	an	immense	
vapor	canopy	arched	above	the	earth,	providing	a	sheltered,	climatic	
environment	for	every	living	thing	on	earth.	In	that	case,	at	the	time	of	the	
flood,	God	released	those	vast	quantities	of	water	so	that	for	almost	six	
weeks	water	gushed	from	the	heavens.	This	uninterrupted	downpour	
added	to	the	waters	coming	from	below	and	brought	the	floodwaters	on	
earth.	

	
According	to	Genesis	7:24	and	8:3,	the	two	sources	of	water	were	shut	

off	at	the	end	of	150	days.	Some	have	seen	a	conflict	between	these	two	
passages	and	7:12,	which	speaks	of	a	40-day	period.	We	conclude	that	the	
waters	reached	their	maximum	height	after	40	days	and	that	intermittent	
rains	maintained	the	level	of	the	waters	at	flood	stage	for	another	110	
days.	

Genesis	7:17–24	
17For	forty	days	the	flood	kept	coming	on	the	earth,	and	as	the	waters	

increased	they	lifted	the	ark	high	above	the	earth.	18The	waters	rose	and	
increased	greatly	on	the	earth,	and	the	ark	floated	on	the	surface	of	the	
water.	19They	rose	greatly	on	the	earth,	and	all	the	high	mountains	under	
the	entire	heavens	were	covered.	20The	waters	rose	and	covered	the	
mountains	to	a	depth	of	more	than	twenty	feet.	21Every	living	thing	that	
moved	on	the	earth	perished—birds,	livestock,	wild	animals,	all	the	
creatures	that	swarm	over	the	earth,	and	all	mankind.	22Everything	on	dry	
land	that	had	the	breath	of	life	in	its	nostrils	died.	23Every	living	thing	on	
the	face	of	the	earth	was	wiped	out;	men	and	animals	and	the	creatures	
that	move	along	the	ground	and	the	birds	of	the	air	were	wiped	from	the	
earth.	Only	Noah	was	left,	and	those	with	him	in	the	ark.	

	
24The	waters	flooded	the	earth	for	a	hundred	and	fifty	days.	

When	you	read	these	verses,	you	sense	that	the	author	was	struggling	
to	find	words	that	would	adequately	describe	the	awesome	catastrophe	
that	took	place	on	earth.	He	tells	us:	“The	flood	kept	coming	…	the	waters	
increased	…	the	waters	rose	and	increased	greatly.”	The	picture	we	get	is	



that	of	huge	masses	of	water,	tidal	waves	on	a	rampage,	carrying	rocks	and	
uprooted	trees,	raging	and	tearing	away	at	the	earth	for	almost	half	a	year.	
Add	to	this	the	fact	that	the	interior	of	the	earth	had	been	split	open,	
perhaps	by	earthquakes	and	volcanic	eruptions,	totally	rearranging	water	
and	land	masses.	The	tremendous	weight	of	this	massive	layer	of	water,	
which	covered	even	the	highest	mountains,	would	have	compacted	
whatever	lay	beneath.	

	
There	were	two	immediate	results	of	the	flood,	and	they	are	stated	very	

simply.	“Everything	on	dry	land	that	had	the	breath	of	life	in	its	nostrils	
died.	Every	living	thing	on	the	face	of	the	earth	was	wiped	out.”	The	second	
effect	of	the	floodwaters	was	the	exact	opposite	of	the	first.	As	the	waters	
increased,	they	lifted	the	ark	high	above	the	earth,	“and	the	ark	floated	on	
the	surface	of	the	water.”	We	usually	think	of	the	flood	as	an	awesome	act	
of	destruction.	Now,	to	be	sure,	it	was	that.	But	it	was	more	than	that;	it	
was	also	a	marvelous	and	mighty	act	of	deliverance.	The	same	water	that	
drowned	billions	of	screaming,	blaspheming	unbelievers	lifted	the	ark	with	
its	precious	cargo	high	above	all	of	the	death	and	destruction.	

	
The	account	of	the	flood	occupies	a	prominent	place	also	on	the	pages	

of	the	New	Testament.	Christ	uses	it	as	a	type	of	the	end	of	the	world	
(Matthew	24:37–39;	Luke	17:26,	27).	The	days	leading	up	to	judgment	day	
will	be	deceptively	normal,	and	God’s	great	judgment	will	come	
unexpectedly,	just	as	the	judgment	of	the	flood	did.	Christ’s	apostles	
describe	the	flood	also	as	a	type	of	Baptism	(1	Peter	3:20,	21;	Romans	6:4).	

Genesis	8:1–4	

8	But	God	remembered	Noah	and	all	the	wild	animals	and	the	livestock	
that	were	with	him	in	the	ark,	and	he	sent	a	wind	over	the	earth,	and	the	
waters	receded.	2Now	the	springs	of	the	deep	and	the	floodgates	of	the	
heavens	had	been	closed,	and	the	rain	had	stopped	falling	from	the	sky.	
3The	water	receded	steadily	from	the	earth.	At	the	end	of	the	hundred	
and	fifty	days	the	water	had	gone	down,	4and	on	the	seventeenth	day	of	
the	seventh	month	the	ark	came	to	rest	on	the	mountains	of	Ararat.	

For	almost	half	a	year,	from	his	window	in	the	ark,	Noah	watched	the	
total	destruction	of	the	world	as	he	knew	it.	As	he	looked	out,	all	he	could	
see	were	angry	waves	carrying	out	the	Creator’s	judgment	on	a	creation	



that	had	rebelled	against	him.	God	had	promised	Noah	that	after	
destroying	the	world,	he	would	restore	it.	Up	to	this	time,	Noah	could	only	
take	that	statement	on	faith.	As	he	looked	out	of	the	ark,	all	he	could	see	
was	evidence	of	God’s	anger.	

	
Now	that	was	about	to	change.	Moses	signals	the	change	with	an	

uncommon	expression:	“God	remembered	Noah.”	We	dare	not	interpret	
this	to	mean	that	for	a	time	God	had	forgotten	about	his	righteous	and	
devout	servant.	The	Scripture	uses	the	expression	“to	remember”	in	the	
sense	of	“to	show	kindness	to.”	Centuries	later,	for	example,	when	Jacob’s	
wife	Rachel	was	unhappy	about	her	inability	to	bear	children,	we’re	told	
“God	remembered	Rachel	…	and	[she]	gave	birth	to	a	son”	(30:22,	23).	
Several	centuries	after	that,	when	God	stepped	in	to	rescue	his	people	from	
Egyptian	slavery,	“God	remembered	his	covenant”	(Exodus	2:24).	When	he	
“remembered”	Noah	and	the	other	occupants	of	the	ark,	therefore,	the	
Creator	made	his	loving	care	evident.	From	that	moment	on,	Noah	could	
observe	that	the	floodwaters	were	receding.	

	
God	accomplished	this	in	several	ways.	He	used	natural	processes	of	

evaporation	and	absorption	and	also	accentuated	them	miraculously.	A	
wind	from	the	Creator	speeded	up	evaporation	of	the	floodwaters.	It	
appears	that	ocean	basins	were	lowered,	bringing	about	corresponding	
shifts	of	huge	land	masses.	This	may	very	well	account	for	the	formation	of	
our	highest	mountains,	most	of	which	are	fossil-bearing,	strong	evidence	
that	they	were	formed	by	the	action	of	water.	The	writer	of	Psalm	104	
points	to	the	majestic	miracle	God	performed	here:	

At	your	rebuke	the	waters	fled,	
at	the	sound	of	your	thunder	they	took	to	flight;	

they	flowed	over	the	mountains,	
they	went	down	into	the	valleys,	
to	the	place	you	assigned	for	them.	

You	set	a	boundary	they	cannot	cross;	
never	again	will	they	cover	the	earth.	

(Psalm	104:7–9)	

The	waters	continued	to	recede	rapidly	month	after	month,	and	in	the	
seventh	month	Noah	and	his	family	could	feel	that	the	ark	was	no	longer	



moving.	It	had	come	to	rest	on	one	of	the	mountains	of	the	Ararat	range,	in	
what	is	today	Armenia.	

	
We	can	see	the	Creator’s	marvelous	provision	here	too.	For	a	vessel	as	

big	as	the	ark	to	come	to	rest	on	an	even	keel	in	mountainous	country	is	
nothing	short	of	a	miracle.	And	the	site	God	selected—near	where	three	
continents	come	together—could	hardly	have	been	a	more	strategic	spot	
for	Noah’s	descendants	to	disperse	to	the	east	and	west,	to	the	north	and	
south.	

Genesis	8:5–14	
5The	waters	continued	to	recede	until	the	tenth	month,	and	on	the	first	
day	of	the	tenth	month	the	tops	of	the	mountains	became	visible.	
	

6After	forty	days	Noah	opened	the	window	he	had	made	in	the	ark	
7and	sent	out	a	raven,	and	it	kept	flying	back	and	forth	until	the	water	had	
dried	up	from	the	earth.	8Then	he	sent	out	a	dove	to	see	if	the	water	had	
receded	from	the	surface	of	the	ground.	9But	the	dove	could	find	no	place	
to	set	its	feet	because	there	was	water	over	all	the	surface	of	the	earth;	
so	it	returned	to	Noah	in	the	ark.	He	reached	out	his	hand	and	took	the	
dove	and	brought	it	back	to	himself	in	the	ark.	10He	waited	seven	more	
days	and	again	sent	out	the	dove	from	the	ark.	11When	the	dove	returned	
to	him	in	the	evening,	there	in	its	beak	was	a	freshly	plucked	olive	leaf!	
Then	Noah	knew	that	the	water	had	receded	from	the	earth.	12He	waited	
seven	more	days	and	sent	the	dove	out	again,	but	this	time	it	did	not	
return	to	him.	

	
13By	the	first	day	of	the	first	month	of	Noah’s	six	hundred	and	first	

year,	the	water	had	dried	up	from	the	earth.	Noah	then	removed	the	
covering	from	the	ark	and	saw	that	the	surface	of	the	ground	was	dry.	
14By	the	twenty-seventh	day	of	the	second	month	the	earth	was	
completely	dry.	

More	than	a	century	ago,	a	German	pastor	made	this	interesting	
comment:	“In	this	chapter	Noah’s	diary	lies	open	before	us.”	Two	and	a	half	
months	after	the	ark	came	to	rest,	the	waters	had	receded	to	the	point	
where	Noah	could	see	the	tops	of	mountains.	He	patiently	waited	another	
six	weeks	and	then	opened	a	window	and	released	a	raven.	When	it	didn’t	



return,	Noah	concluded	that	the	debris	of	the	flood	must	have	provided	
this	scavenger	bird	with	enough	to	survive	outside	the	ark.	

	
Noah	waited	a	week	and	released	a	dove.	Its	return	signaled	that	

because	water	was	still	covering	the	earth,	the	dove	hadn’t	found	a	place	to	
land.	Seven	days	later	Noah	again	released	the	dove.	When	it	returned	this	
time	with	a	freshly	plucked	olive	leaf,	Noah	knew	trees	were	growing.	A	
week	later	the	dove	did	not	return	when	it	was	released—evidence	that	the	
water	had	subsided	almost	completely.	

	
We	must	marvel	at	Noah’s	patience	of	faith.	Although	he	and	his	family	

had	been	confined	in	the	ark	for	285	days,	he	waited	still	another	month	
before	removing	a	portion	of	the	ark’s	covering	to	get	a	better	view	of	the	
situation	from	his	mountain	lookout.	Now	he	could	see	that	the	ground	was	
no	longer	covered	with	water.	Another	two	months	passed	before	the	
ground	was	dry	enough,	so	that	God	could	say	the	words	eight	people	had	
been	waiting	to	hear:	“You	may	leave	the	ark!”	The	flood	had	lasted	a	year	
and	ten	days.	
		

	

The	dove	returns	to	Noah	

Genesis	8:15–19	
15Then	God	said	to	Noah,	16“Come	out	of	the	ark,	you	and	your	wife	

and	your	sons	and	their	wives.	17Bring	out	every	kind	of	living	creature	
that	is	with	you—the	birds,	the	animals,	and	all	the	creatures	that	move	
along	the	ground—so	they	can	multiply	on	the	earth	and	be	fruitful	and	
increase	in	number	upon	it.”	

	
18So	Noah	came	out,	together	with	his	sons	and	his	wife	and	his	sons’	

wives.	19All	the	animals	and	all	the	creatures	that	move	along	the	ground	
and	all	the	birds—everything	that	moves	on	the	earth—came	out	of	the	
ark,	one	kind	after	another.	

Noah	and	his	family	had	entered	the	ark	at	God’s	command,	and	now	
they	left	it	at	God’s	command.	The	detailed	listing	of	all	the	animals	and	
birds	that	left	the	ark	once	again	shows	the	detailed	concern	the	Creator	



has	for	all	his	creatures.	It	also	serves	to	reassure	us	that	despite	less	than	
ideal	living	conditions	aboard	the	ark,	no	species	was	lost.	God	restated	his	
creative	blessing	on	the	animals,	just	as	he	had	during	the	creation	week.	
The	flood	had	not	changed	his	purpose	for	them,	to	“be	fruitful	and	
increase	in	number”	on	the	earth.	

Genesis	8:20–22	
20Then	Noah	built	an	altar	to	the	LORD	and,	taking	some	of	all	the	clean	

animals	and	clean	birds,	he	sacrificed	burnt	offerings	on	it.	21The	LORD	
smelled	the	pleasing	aroma	and	said	in	his	heart:	“Never	again	will	I	curse	
the	ground	because	of	man,	even	though	every	inclination	of	his	heart	is	
evil	from	childhood.	And	never	again	will	I	destroy	all	living	creatures,	as	I	
have	done.	

22“As	long	as	the	earth	endures,	
seedtime	and	harvest,	
cold	and	heat,	
summer	and	winter,	
day	and	night	
will	never	cease.”	

The	great	flood	was	over	and	the	animals	had	begun	to	disperse.	Noah	
and	his	family	were	eager	to	resume	their	normal	lives.	But	there	was	
something	Noah	wanted	to	do	first.	He	built	an	altar	and	offered	some	of	
each	of	the	clean	animals	and	birds	as	an	offering	to	the	Savior-God.	

	
Moses	describes	Noah’s	offering	as	a	burnt	offering.	Since	Moses	wrote	

the	book	of	Genesis	for	the	people	of	Israel,	it	seems	reasonable	to	assume	
that	Noah	was	expressing	with	his	offering	what	the	Israelites	expressed	
when	they	brought	this	particular	offering	to	the	Lord.	Of	the	different	
types	of	Old	Testament	blood	sacrifices,	the	burnt	offering	was	the	only	
one	in	which	the	entire	sacrificial	animal	went	up	in	smoke.	This	offering,	
therefore,	symbolized	the	worshiper’s	complete	dedication	to	the	Lord.	

	
No	wonder	God	was	pleased	with	Noah’s	offering	and	responded	to	it	

“in	his	heart.”	Moses	shares	God’s	thoughts	with	us.	God	resolved	never	
again	to	curse	the	earth	because	of	man.	God’s	decision	was,	however,	not	
prompted	by	a	basic	change	in	human	nature.	“Every	inclination	of	man’s	



heart	is	evil	from	childhood.”	Sinful	human	beings	would	therefore	need	
ample	time	for	repentance,	and	God	would	mercifully	grant	this	to	them.	

	
While	the	waters	of	the	flood	were	on	earth,	the	normal	succession	of	

times	and	seasons	on	earth	was	interrupted.	God	now	promised	that	this	
would	never	happen	again.	As	long	as	the	earth	exists,	we	can	depend	on	
the	regular	rotation	of	the	seasons	that	are	essential	to	our	continued	
existence	and	well-being.	The	words	“as	long	as	the	earth	endures”	remind	
us	that	this	earth	will	not	last	forever.	As	there	was	for	Noah’s	
contemporaries,	so	there	will	be	for	us	a	day	of	judgment,	a	day	of	final	
accounting.	

Genesis	9:1–7	

9	Then	God	blessed	Noah	and	his	sons,	saying	to	them,	“Be	fruitful	and	
increase	in	number	and	fill	the	earth.	2The	fear	and	dread	of	you	will	fall	
upon	all	the	beasts	of	the	earth	and	all	the	birds	of	the	air,	upon	every	
creature	that	moves	along	the	ground,	and	upon	all	the	fish	of	the	sea;	
they	are	given	into	your	hands.	3Everything	that	lives	and	moves	will	be	
food	for	you.	Just	as	I	gave	you	the	green	plants,	I	now	give	you	
everything.	
	

4“But	you	must	not	eat	meat	that	has	its	lifeblood	still	in	it.	5And	for	
your	lifeblood	I	will	surely	demand	an	accounting.	I	will	demand	an	
accounting	from	every	animal.	And	from	each	man,	too,	I	will	demand	an	
accounting	for	the	life	of	his	fellow	man.	

6“Whoever	sheds	the	blood	of	man,	
by	man	shall	his	blood	be	shed;	

for	in	the	image	of	God	
has	God	made	man.	

7As	for	you,	be	fruitful	and	increase	in	number;	multiply	on	the	earth	and	
increase	upon	it.”	

Can	you	imagine	the	hesitation	and	uncertainty	with	which	Noah’s	little	
family	group	approached	its	new	life	ahead	in	a	world	totally	strange	to	
them?	God	addressed	this	problem	by	giving	Noah	a	blessing	similar	to	the	
one	he	had	once	spoken	in	Paradise.	

	



Perhaps	while	Noah	was	still	sacrificing	his	burnt	offering,	the	Creator	
said,	“Be	fruitful	and	increase	in	number	and	fill	the	earth.”	This	blessing	of	
God	was	more	than	just	a	pious	wish.	As	was	the	case	with	God’s	blessing	in	
Paradise,	this	blessing	actually	enabled	Noah’s	family	to	carry	out	God’s	
plan	to	repopulate	the	earth.	

	
Human	reproductive	capability	is	a	distinct	blessing	from	God,	and	it	is	

his	will	that	we	use	it	with	a	sense	of	accountability	to	him.	Although	we	
live	in	a	society	in	which	children	are	often	unwanted	(in	the	United	States	
there	are	presently	about	a	million	and	a	half	abortions	each	year),	God	has	
made	it	very	clear	that	he	wants	the	human	race	to	reproduce	itself.	The	
begetting	and	rearing	of	children	for	God	is	not	only	a	high	privilege	but	
also	a	solemn	responsibility	of	people	who	enter	marriage.	

	
One	stipulation	of	the	blessing	in	Eden	is	missing	here.	Adam	and	Eve	

had	once	been	given	the	divine	mandate	to	subdue	the	earth,	to	rule	over	
every	living	creature	(1:28).	In	the	fall	Adam	and	Eve	had	lost	the	divine	
image,	and	God	knew	that	to	give	imperfect	creatures	complete	control	of	
the	created	world	could	lead	to	all	sorts	of	abuse.	This	lack	of	dominion	
over	God’s	creation	did,	however,	put	the	human	family	in	jeopardy.	The	
animals	were	no	longer	subject	to	man,	and	they	vastly	outnumbered	him.	
To	make	sure	they	would	not	exterminate	the	human	race,	God	
announced,	“The	fear	and	dread	of	you	will	fall	upon	all	the	beasts	of	the	
earth.”	

	
God	added,	“Everything	that	lives	and	moves	will	be	food	for	you.”	At	

creation	God	had	directed	Adam	and	Eve	to	the	green	plants	for	their	food	
supply	(1:29).	Here	God	gave	Noah	explicit	permission	to	add	animals,	
birds,	and	fish	to	his	diet.	Does	this	mean	that	until	the	time	of	Noah	all	
humans	were	vegetarians?	Although	this	might	seem	to	be	the	case,	the	
Scripture	stops	short	of	saying	that,	and	what	we’re	told	in	Genesis	3:21	
and	4:2–4	even	seems	to	argue	against	that.	

	
There	was	one	string	attached	to	God’s	broad	permission:	“You	must	

not	eat	meat	that	has	its	lifeblood	still	in	it.”	The	blood	of	any	living	
creature	is	its	life.	To	train	the	people	of	Israel	to	have	reverence	for	life,	
God	later	forbade	them	to	eat	blood.	Centuries	later	at	Mount	Sinai,	God	



would	tell	them	this:	“The	life	of	a	creature	is	in	the	blood,	and	I	have	given	
it	to	you	to	make	atonement	for	yourselves	on	the	altar;	it	is	the	blood	that	
makes	atonement	for	one’s	life.	Therefore	I	say	to	the	Israelites,	‘None	of	
you	may	eat	blood’	”	(Leviticus	17:11,	12).	

	
More	frequent	killing	of	animals	was	not	to	make	people	indifferent	to	

the	shedding	of	human	blood.	God	therefore	added	a	special	warning.	He	
will	demand	an	accounting	for	the	life	of	a	person	who	is	murdered.	What	
an	earnest	reminder	in	an	age	when	life	is	cheap!	In	ancient	Israel	even	a	
beast	responsible	for	the	death	of	a	person	had	to	be	put	to	death	(Exodus	
21:28).	

	
God	therefore	announced	this	general	rule:	“Whoever	sheds	the	blood	

of	man,	by	man	shall	his	blood	be	shed.”	The	verb	sheds	is	the	translation	
of	a	Hebrew	verb	form	that	indicates	continuous	or	characteristic	action.	
God	was	not	referring	here	to	accidental	manslaughter	but	to	intentional,	
premeditated	murder,	murder	in	the	first	degree.	The	murderer,	God	says,	
is	to	forfeit	his	life	for	willfully	cutting	off	the	life	of	another.	

	
Who	is	to	avenge	the	life	of	the	victim?	Some	self-appointed	vigilante?	

Luther	commented,	“In	the	words	‘…	by	man	shall	his	blood	be	shed’	we	
have	the	institution	of	government.”	In	his	letter	to	the	Christians	in	ancient	
Rome,	the	apostle	Paul	added	this	commentary	on	the	role	of	the	
government:	“He	does	not	bear	the	sword	for	nothing.	He	is	God’s	servant,	
an	agent	of	wrath	to	bring	punishment	on	the	wrongdoer”	(Romans	13:4).	
With	a	total	world	population	of	only	eight	people,	there	were	no	
government	authorities	at	Noah’s	time.	But	the	germ	of	the	concept	of	civil	
government	was	already	established	then	by	God.	

	
God’s	reason	for	demanding	that	the	murderer	be	made	to	forfeit	his	

life	is	clear	from	these	words:	“for	in	the	image	of	God	has	God	made	man.”	
The	first	two	human	beings	were	originally	created	in	the	very	image	of	
God.	Murder	strikes	at	the	majesty	of	God.	And	since	the	divine	image,	lost	
in	the	fall,	can	be	regained	only	during	a	person’s	lifetime,	to	end	his	life	
means	to	cut	off	his	time	of	grace	and,	if	he	has	not	regained	God’s	image,	
to	doom	him	to	an	eternity	of	separation	from	God.	

	



After	reaffirming	the	sanctity	of	life,	God	restated	his	will	that	the	
human	race	multiply	and	spread	abroad	on	the	earth.	

Genesis	9:8–17	
8Then	God	said	to	Noah	and	to	his	sons	with	him:	9“I	now	establish	my	

covenant	with	you	and	with	your	descendants	after	you	10and	with	every	
living	creature	that	was	with	you—the	birds,	the	livestock	and	all	the	wild	
animals,	all	those	that	came	out	of	the	ark	with	you—every	living	creature	
on	earth.	11I	establish	my	covenant	with	you:	Never	again	will	all	life	be	
cut	off	by	the	waters	of	a	flood;	never	again	will	there	be	a	flood	to	
destroy	the	earth.”	

	
12And	God	said,	“This	is	the	sign	of	the	covenant	I	am	making	between	

me	and	you	and	every	living	creature	with	you,	a	covenant	for	all	
generations	to	come:	13I	have	set	my	rainbow	in	the	clouds,	and	it	will	be	
the	sign	of	the	covenant	between	me	and	the	earth.	14Whenever	I	bring	
clouds	over	the	earth	and	the	rainbow	appears	in	the	clouds,	15I	will	
remember	my	covenant	between	me	and	you	and	all	living	creatures	of	
every	kind.	Never	again	will	the	waters	become	a	flood	to	destroy	all	life.	
16Whenever	the	rainbow	appears	in	the	clouds,	I	will	see	it	and	remember	
the	everlasting	covenant	between	God	and	all	living	creatures	of	every	
kind	on	the	earth.”	

	
17So	God	said	to	Noah,	“This	is	the	sign	of	the	covenant	I	have	

established	between	me	and	all	life	on	the	earth.”	

God	had	one	more	word	of	assurance	for	the	eight	people	who	were	
about	to	set	out	on	their	new	lives.	God	gave	them	that	assurance	in	the	
most	solemn	and	binding	form	of	divine	promise—by	means	of	a	covenant.	
Think	of	it!	God	actually	obligated	himself	to	observe	the	terms	of	a	solemn	
contract:	Never	again	a	flood!	

	
But	hadn’t	God	said	that	to	Noah	when	he	first	came	out	of	the	ark	

(8:21)?	Why	should	God	repeat	his	promise?	Luther	points	out	that	Noah	
and	the	members	of	his	family	must	have	lived	in	great	trembling.	The	
sense	of	the	awesomeness	of	the	yearlong	experience	they	had	just	gone	
through	hadn’t	left	them.	All	around	them	was	evidence	of	fearful	
destruction.	God	saw	that	these	frail	creatures	of	dust	needed	all	the	



assurance	he	could	give	them.	
	
In	addition	to	assuring	them	with	words	that	he	would	never	send	

another	flood,	God	gave	them	a	visible	sign	as	a	seal	of	the	truthfulness	of	
his	promise.	“I	have	set	my	rainbow	in	the	clouds.”	Whenever	the	rainbow	
appears,	God	remembers	his	covenant.	And	whenever	the	rainbow	
appears,	all	of	Noah’s	descendants	are	reminded	that	God	is	faithful	to	his	
promise.	

	

Genesis	9:18–29	
18The	sons	of	Noah	who	came	out	of	the	ark	were	Shem,	Ham	and	

Japheth.	(Ham	was	the	father	of	Canaan).	19These	were	the	three	sons	of	
Noah,	and	from	them	came	the	people	who	were	scattered	over	the	
earth.	

	
20Noah,	a	man	of	the	soil,	proceeded	to	plant	a	vineyard.	21When	he	

drank	some	of	its	wine,	he	became	drunk	and	lay	uncovered	inside	his	
tent.	22Ham,	the	father	of	Canaan,	saw	his	father’s	nakedness	and	told	his	
two	brothers	outside.	23But	Shem	and	Japheth	took	a	garment	and	laid	it	
across	their	shoulders;	then	they	walked	in	backward	and	covered	their	
father’s	nakedness.	Their	faces	were	turned	the	other	way	so	that	they	
would	not	see	their	father’s	nakedness.	

	
24When	Noah	awoke	from	his	wine	and	found	out	what	his	youngest	

son	had	done	to	him,	25he	said,	

“Cursed	be	Canaan!	
The	lowest	of	slaves	
will	he	be	to	his	brothers.”	

26He	also	said,	

“Blessed	be	the	LORD,	the	God	of	Shem!	
May	Canaan	be	the	slave	of	Shem.	

27May	God	extend	the	territory	of	Japheth;	
may	Japheth	live	in	the	tents	of	Shem,	
and	may	Canaan	be	his	slave.”	



28After	the	flood	Noah	lived	350	years.	29Altogether,	Noah	lived	950	
years,	and	then	he	died.	

The	account	of	Noah	(6:9–9:29)	ends	on	an	unhappy	note.	Noah,	a	
pious,	mature	child	of	God,	stumbled	and	fell	into	sin.	In	unblinking	
honesty,	the	Bible	makes	no	attempt	to	hide	the	sinful	weakness	of	famous	
people	of	faith.	We	need	to	be	reminded	that	they	were	not	gold-plated	
saints	but	sinful	men	and	women	who,	like	us,	lived	by	faith	in	God’s	
forgiveness.	God	tells	us	these	things	to	comfort	us	and	also	to	warn	us.	

	
Before	spelling	out	the	sordid	details,	Moses	reaffirms	that	God’s	way	of	

repopulating	the	earth	after	the	flood	was	through	the	normal	process	of	
human	reproduction.	According	to	chapter	10,	Japheth	had	seven	sons,	
Shem	five,	and	Ham	four.	

	
Noah	had	apparently	been	a	farmer	before	the	flood	and	now	took	up	

that	work	again.	God	blessed	his	labors	and	granted	his	vineyard	a	harvest,	
and	Noah	turned	some	of	it	to	wine—also	a	gift	of	God.	But	Noah	abused	
God’s	gift,	drank	to	excess,	and—in	his	drunken	stupor—dishonored	God	
and	himself	by	lying	naked.	

	
Among	the	sons	of	Noah,	as	among	the	sons	of	Adam,	there	was	a	

difference	of	attitude	and	spirit.	Ham	saw	his	father’s	nakedness	and	told	
his	brothers.	(It’s	important	for	what	follows	to	note	that	Ham	is	twice	
described	as	“the	father	of	Canaan”).	Ham	seemed	to	enjoy	looking	at	his	
father’s	shame	and	thought	his	brothers	would	enjoy	it	too.	Shem	and	
Japheth,	however,	charitably	sought	to	cover	the	sin	of	their	father.	

	
Noah	returned	not	only	to	sobriety	but,	in	repentance	and	faith,	also	

returned	to	the	Lord,	whom	he	had	offended.	And	filled	with	the	Spirit	of	
God,	he	spoke	one	of	the	most	remarkable	predictions	found	anywhere	in	
the	Scripture.	He	pointed	out	what	the	future	would	hold	for	each	of	his	
three	sons	and	their	descendants.	

	
“Cursed	be	Canaan.”	Noah	foresaw	that	the	coarse	sensuality,	the	

tendency	toward	immorality	that	his	son	Ham	had	displayed,	would	be	
developed	more	fully	in	Canaan,	one	of	Ham’s	four	sons.	Canaan	was	the	
ancestor	of	that	branch	of	Ham’s	family	that	occupied	the	Promised	Land	



before	the	Israelites	conquered	and	occupied	it.	Wherever	we	meet	
Canaanite	culture,	we	note	that	its	outstanding	characteristic	is	its	moral	
depravity.	Canaanite	religion,	for	example,	was	a	combination	of	idolatry	
and	adultery.	Temple	prostitution—heterosexual	and	homosexual—was	a	
Canaanite	way	of	honoring	the	gods.	Noah	predicted	that	for	this	reason	a	
curse	would	fall	upon	the	Canaanites;	they	would	be	slaves	to	their	
brothers.	History	records	that	in	subsequent	centuries	the	Canaanites	were	
enslaved,	in	turn,	by	their	fellow	Hamites,	as	well	as	by	the	Shemites	and	
the	Japhethites.	

	
From	that	distasteful	segment	of	prophecy,	Noah	burst	out	in	a	hymn	of	

praise	to	the	Lord,	the	God	of	Shem.	The	Holy	Spirit	had	revealed	to	Noah	
that	the	line	of	Shem	would	be	the	cradle	of	the	promised	Messiah.	In	
contrast	to	the	bleak	future	ahead	for	the	Hamites,	the	Shemites	would	
become	God’s	chosen	people.	He	would	reveal	himself	to	them,	and	they	
would	worship	Jehovah	as	the	true	God,	the	God	of	free	and	faithful	grace.	
Throughout	the	Old	Testament,	we	can	trace	the	fulfillment	of	what	Noah	
prophesied	about	the	blessedness	of	Shem’s	line,	the	Hebrew	people.	

	
Even	though	the	Canaanites	later	became	slaves	of	the	Hebrews,	this	

slavery	became	a	blessing	for	them,	for	through	it	they	came	in	contact	
with	the	true	God	(Joshua	6:25;	9:27).	It	should,	therefore,	be	emphasized	
that	Noah	spoke	in	generalities.	His	prophecy	does	not	predict	the	
unalterable	fate	of	every	Canaanite	or	of	every	Israelite.	The	Bible	records	
instances	of	Canaanites	who	were	saved	(1	Kings	17:24;	Matthew	15:21–
28),	as	well	as	Shemites	who	were	lost	(Matthew	23:13).	

	
Noah	now	addressed	the	third	of	his	sons.	“May	God	extend	the	

territory	of	Japheth:	may	Japheth	live	in	the	tents	of	Shem.”	Noah	first	
mentioned	an	earthly	blessing	that	the	descendants	of	Japheth	would	
enjoy.	He	would	have	numerous	descendants.	Chapter	10	informs	us	that	
Japheth	was	the	ancestor	of	the	Indo-Europeans,	who	later	occupied	vast	
stretches	of	land	in	Asia	and	Europe	and	points	north	and	west.	The	
choicest	blessings	Noah	foretold	for	the	Japhethites,	however,	were	not	
earthly,	physical	ones	but	the	spiritual	blessings	they	would	enjoy.	They	
would	“live	in	the	tents	of	Shem,”	sharing	in	the	blessed	inheritance	given	
to	Shem—the	truth	of	God	as	we	have	it	in	the	gospel	of	Jesus	Christ.	Noah	



prophesied	that	Gentiles	would	share	in	all	the	blessings	Christ	came	to	
bring.	

	
The	account	of	Noah	closes	with	the	brief	note	that	Noah,	sinner	and	

saint,	lived	a	long	and	eventful	life	of	950	years	and	died.	


